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VENORARNDUM FOWr  Deputy Director (Research) T

PUBIECT: Operational Information on Satellite Missions
to pass to the DCI

1. The current interest displayed by the Director to
ba kept informed on the status of satellite missions prompts
e to write this memorandum,

2. Should there be a fallure or malfunction in the
payload area, we are able to provide accurate data on a
timely basis through our representative at the 3S1C, liowaver ,
whenever malfunctions occur in the THOR or the AGENA we are
dependent upon SSN for the information.

3. 1In the Reports Contral Mamuial there are specific
reports covering failures of various types but we lack the
authority to demand prompt action on the part of 3Sp, 1
brinz this weakness to your attention in order that you ean
accurately advise the Director of delays in obtaining desired

infarmation.

4, 1 have been considering, for some time, the advantsges
of having a liaison officer assigneé to SSh, This poeition
ahould be held by an individual who is gualified in operational
and technical matters to keep us adviseg on new program
development as well as technical and operational changes being
made in existinz programs. If you desire, I will be ;lad to
discuss this sugzestion with vou in wore detail at your
enrliest convenience.

JACK C. LEDFQED
Zolonel USAF
sgsistant Director
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